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MEDIA RELEASE

WINTER OLYMPIC GAMES MILANO CORTINA 2026

THE CAS AD HOC DIVISION REGISTERS APPLICATION BY
VLADYSLAV HERASKEVYCH (UKRAINE)

Milan, 12 February 2026 — The CAS Ad hoc Division has registered an application by Skeleton athlete
Vladyslav Heraskevych (Ukraine) against the International Bobsleigh & Skeleton Federation (IBSF).
The application challenges the IBSF Jury Decision to withdraw the Athlete from the Men’s Skeleton
event with immediate effect from the Olympic Winter Games Milano Cortina 2026 (2026 OWG).

Filed at 16:30 on 12 February 2026, the application challenges the IBSF Jury decision on 12 February
2026 stating that Mr Heraskevych intended to wear in competition a helmet displaying portraits of
Ukrainian athletes who lost their lives in the war, which was considered as being inconsistent with the
Olympic Charter and Guidelines on Athlete Expression. Mr Heraskevych had communicated earlier to
the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and the IBSF that he would wear the helmet, even after he
was informed that he would not be admitted under such circumstances. The helmet was used during
2026 OWG Skeleton training sessions.

Mr Heraskevych argues that the exclusion is disproportionate, unsupported by any technical or safety
violation and causes irreparable sporting harm to him. His application requests the annulment of the
IBSF Jury decision and, by way of provisional measures, that CAS reinstates him in the 2026 OWG
with immediate effect, or in the alternative, that the athlete performs a CAS supervised official run
pending the final decision.

A Sole Arbitrator has been appointed to consider the matter with urgency. An Operative decision
(without grounds) is expected first, which will be announced. It is not possible to indicate a precise
timeframe for an Operative decision at this stage.

This is an unofficial summary for media use.

The Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) is an independent organisation that resolves sports disputes worldwide. During
the Olympic Games, the International Olympic Committee (IOC) assigns CAS the judicial authority to resolve legal disputes
in an expedited timeframe, sometimes less than 24 hours after a case is filed. Athletes and sporting federations are guaranteed
free access to quality dispute resolution services that are compatible with the Olympic competition schedule. You can read
more about the CAS Ad hoc Division for Milano Cortina 2026 here.
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